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The Palestinian Museum concludes
its inaugural exhibition, “Jerusalem
Lives”
With the participation of 57 artists and more than 16,000 visitors

The Palestinian Museum concludes its inaugural exhibition,
“Jerusalem Lives”

February 07, 2018 – Birzeit: The Palestinian Museum concluded its
inaugural exhibition, Jerusalem Lives, which was held at the Museum s̓
premises between late August 2017 and the end of January 2018. The
multi-faceted exhibition, curated by Reem Fadda and including the work
of 57 artists, succeeded in communicating the vision of both the
exhibition and the Museum, with over 16,000 people visiting the
exhibition through different channels. The Museum directly
communicated with its audience, organising school visits for more than
70 schools and universities, while arranging 66 activities as part of the
Museum s̓ education and public programmes. 

Through this project, the Palestinian Museum sought to demonstrate the
effects and limitations of globalisation in the city of Jerusalem. It also
aimed to mobilise dynamic participation within and without the city,
highlighting the challenges imposed by the Israeli occupation that
Jerusalem and its Palestinian inhabitants face on a daily basis.

Jerusalem Lives is by now considered one of the most important cultural
productions to take place in Palestine in recent years. This is heightened
by the fact that a combination of local, Arab and international artists
contributed to the exhibition. The exhibition explored its main themes
through audio-visual materials displayed at the main exhibition space, 16



5/22/19, 10)35 AMThe Palestinian Museum concludes its inaugural exhibition, “Jerusalem Lives” المتحف الڡ﮲لسطٮني﮵

Page 2 of 4http://www.palmuseum.org/news-1/the-palestinian-museum-concludes-its-inaugural-exhibition-jerusalem-lives-

commissioned artworks exhibited in the gardens of the Museum, and 93
objects and artworks provided by Palestinian lenders and international
museums and galleries. 

Zina Jardaneh, Chair of the Board of the Palestinian Museum, expressed
her pride that Jerusalem was at the center of the inaugural exhibition,
especially given the political events that rocked the city in the past year.
She added: ”We succeeded in overcoming our separation from
Jerusalem by instilling its presence among those Palestinians that have
been exiled from it, and in carrying its voice to concerned people all over
the world.” 

Reem Fadda, Curator of Jerusalem Lives, explained the importance of the
exhibition in addressing the critical marginalisation suffered by the city
and its people, adding: ”This experience enabled me to re-connect with
the issues I admire that are linked to society, politics and community.”

The Museum organised more than 66 activities related to the theme of
the exhibition as part of its public and education programmes, and a
number of them were conducted in Gaza and Jerusalem. The activities
were attended by 11,000 visitors, varying from workshops, to lectures, to
tours, and to open days. The Museum offered a unique educational
experience to students from more than 70 schools, allowing participants
to interact with the exhibition and its artworks.  

The Palestinian Museum also led an initiative that aimed at supporting
and developing relations with seven civic and non-governmental
organisations in Jerusalem, including The African Community Society, the
Arab Studies Association, the Palestinian National Theatre “El-Hakawati,”
Silwan Club, Al-Bustan Association - Silwan, Al Budeiri Library,
Grassroots Jerusalem, and Jerusalem Quarterly. The exhibition formed a
platform for some of these organisations to launch long-term and
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compelling projects, such as organising a series of political tours in
Jerusalem in cooperation with Grassroots Jerusalem, in addition to
implementing the artwork of the international artists Oscar Murillo in
Silwan Club in partnership with the African Community Society. Activities
with the rest of the organisations will be conducted during this year.  

The Palestinian Museum would like to thank its donors, including: Arab
Fund for Economic and Social Development, The Asfari Foundation, Bank
of Palestine, Hani Bader Kalouti, Ibn Al Quds, Luay Shafiq Khoury, Dr.
Nabil Hani Qaddumi, Jardaneh family, Philanthropist, Samer Said Khoury,
and Suheil Haseeb Sabbagh. The Museum also thanks its lenders: Naji Al
Ali Family, George M. Al Ama Collection, Mostafa Alkharouf, Fadi Abu
Ayash Collection, Shukri Farwaji Collection, Nader Jubeh, Ali Kazak
Collection, Karam Maloukh, Yvette and Mazen Qupty Collection, Edmée
Van Rijn, Birzeit University Museum Collections, Al-Quds Newspaper, the
Palestine Poster Project Archive.

Participating artists:
Ruanne Abou-Rahme & Basel Abbas, Naji al-Ali, Bisan Hussam Abu
Eisheh, Nabil Anani, Nahed Awwad, Samira Badran, Tayseer Barakat,
Kamal Boullata, Raouf Haj-Yahia, Khalil Halabi, Yusuf Hammou, Samia
Halaby, Rula Halawani, Mona Hatoum, Khaled Hourani, Ahed
Izhiman, Zuhdi Al Aduwi, Kamal Kaabar, Fathy Ghabin, Abdel Rahman Al
Muzayen, Ismail Shammout, Emily Jacir, Khaled Jarrar, Marwa Jbara,
Muqataʼa, Yazan Khalili, Bashir Makhoul, Sliman Mansour, Abdul Hay
Mosallam, Ibrahim Noubani, Khalil Rabah, Khalil Rayyan, Nida Sinnokrot,
Dennis Sobeh, Vera Tamari, Visualizing Palestine, Inass Yassin, Mohanad
Yaqubi, Vladimir Tamari, Sultan F.N. Abdulaziz Al-Saud (Saudi Arabia),
Iman Issa (Egypt), Athar Jaber (Iraq/ Netherlands), Mohammed
Kazem (United Arab Emirates),Maria Thereza Alves (Brazil), Simone
Bitton (France), CAMP, Rain Wu & Eric Chen (Taiwan), Bob
Gramsma (Switzerland), Oscar Murillo (Colombia), Sudarshan
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Shetty (India), Adrian Villar Rojas(Argentina), Helmi Eltouni (Egypt),
Mohammed Melehi (Morocco), Burhan Karkoutly (Syria), Rafa al-Nasiri
(Iraq), David Roberts (Scotland). 

Preparations are underway for the launch of the Museum s̓ forthcoming
exhibition in March 2018. The Palestinian Museum is an independent
institution dedicated to supporting an open and dynamic Palestinian
culture nationally and internationally. The Museum presents and engages
with new perspectives on Palestinian history, society and culture. The
Museum is a flagship project of Welfare Association (Taawon) which is an
independent Palestinian non-profit organisation, committed to providing
development and humanitarian assistance in Palestine and the Palestinian
communities in Lebanon.


